
Adding and Subtracting Algebraic Fractions

THIRD SPACE  
LEARNING

Adding and subtracting algebraic fractions requires that the fractions have a 

common denominator.

Example

Example

The fractions  and  already have a common 

denominator , so we just subtract the numerators.

These fractions do not have a common denominator - the first step is to find the 
LCM of  and and use this as a common denominator.

Once there is a common denominator, add the numerators.


